
 

ItÕs only a generation or two 
since plastic carrier bags were 
first used and most of us now 
take them for granted. But at 
what cost?

LetÕs look at some of the facts. 
In the UK, over 200 million 
plastic bags end up as litter 
every year - on beaches, parks 
and pavements. A plastic bag 
takes at least 500 years to break 
down in the environment. The 
17 billion bags we use each 
year generate 234,000 tonnes of 
CO2 - the same as 72,000 cars.

Earlier this year, Modbury was 
the first town in the UK to go 
plastic bag free. Now Bovey is 
set to join in. Our Mayor, Alan 
Griesiell, has decided that this is 
a key issue for his year in office 
- and we support him 100%. A 
meeting earlier this month with 
10 of the shopkeepers decided 

that Bovey should aim to go 
plastic bag free by the end of 
the year.

You can help too - by refusing 
plastic bags from shops in town, 
by taking your own shopping 
bags (as we always used to) and 
by urging the shopkeepers to 
provide an alternative.

Of course, dealing with waste 
doesnÕt stop there. We need to 
throw less away and we certainly 
need to keep up the good work 
on recycling. 

Remember the green 3 Rs: 
Reduce, Re-use and Recycle

BOVEYCLIMATEACTION is 
keen to look at any way that we 
can all help to reduce carbon 
emissions - including looking at 
how we can reduce waste. We 
are also looking at how we might  
generate renewable energy out 
of waste gas from the local 
landfill site near Heathfield.

There are plenty of places to find 
out more about some of these 
waste campaigns.

You can give away unwanted 
items via Freecycle:
http://uk.groups.yahoo.com/group/
torbay_freecycle/

Teignbridge and Devon Councils 
have useful waste and recycling 
sites:
www.teignbridge.gov.uk/
index.cfm?articleid=5683 and 
www.recycledevon.org/html/
pages/index02.asp
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BOVEYCLIMATEACTION

More and 
more people 
are concerned 
about how 
much we all 
throw away.
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Waste Not W ant Not
- are we thr owing away our futur e?
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One of BOVEYCLIMATEACTIONÕs 
main aims is to make more people 
aware about the effects of climate 
change - and what we can all do 
about it. This summer, we have 
been especially busy trying to get 
the message out there.

Back in June, we organised an 
audio-visual presentation from the 
photographer, Mark Edwards, who 
has produced a stunning book 
illustrating the words of Bob DylanÕs 
song - Hard Rain . Over 60 people 
turned up at the Riverside Mill for a 
challenging and moving show.

A bit more fun, and much more 
visible, was our entry into the 
Bovey Carnival  procession. On the 
theme of Carbon Footprint, 
BOVEYCLIMATEACTION members 
were hot on the heels of Carnival 
stars ÔNuns on the RunÕ. We had a 
whale of a time dressed up as 
bottles, cans, solar panels, polar 
bears and so on. We also managed 
to hand out over 1,500 leaflets to 
people watching. If only a few are 
tempted to do something positive, 
then it will have been well worth it.

Thanks to one of our more crafty 
members, we have unleashed our 
mini Eco-house  on the rather 

enthusiastic people of Bovey. The 
showhome attracted great interest 
at the Annual Flower Show and 
sparked some very informed entries 
into the competition - are children 
always better informed than their 
parents? If you want to see more, 
we will have the house on our next 
stall at the Produce Market.

Check out our new website: 
www.boveyclimateaction.org.uk
With the help of the creative team at 
Rokk Media , we now have a newly 
designed site which is much more 
interactive and easier to navigate. 
We think itÕs great - let us know 
what you think and contribute to the 
online discussion forum.

Finally, to celebrate our first year, 
we are holding a Birthday Bash  on 
Monday 12th November at the 
Parish Church. ItÕs a chance to 
celebrate what we have achieved 
so far; thank those people and 
businesses who have supported us; 
and also launch our plans for the 
next year. With great music, local 
food and an amazing line-up of 
speakers, it is sure to be a great 
event. If you would like to come, 
contact us on 0845 4786311 or 
info@boveyclimateaction.org.uk
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The Green Hornet (and his side kick - Kyoto) will be tough on climate 
change, and tough on the causes of climate change. The Green Hornet is 
dedicated to sorting out the myths surrounding climate change and 
exploring new green ideas.

Who says you canÕt recycle batteries? It is obviously better not to use 
them at all - and there are now wind- up or solar powered alternatives for 

radios and torches. If you do need 
batteries, then use rechargeable 
ones - they have less impact and 
use less resources in the making.  

But Tracey Fey, the Teignbridge 
Recycling Officer says, "You can 
now recycle batteries - and mobile 
phones and ink cartridges. Simply 
put them in a plastic bag and put 
them in the top of your green 
recycling box. We will do the rest!"

10% Club
There are all sorts of benefits of           
being a member of BCA - not 
least of which is the 10% Club. 
These  local suppliers will knock 
of 10% off your eco-bill on 
production of  a BCA membership 
card.

ArnoldÕs. For energy saving 
lightbulbs.

B & Q. For its new energy range 
of solar panels and windmills.               
Bikus . On bike accessories  
www.bikus.co.uk                         

Gas Power (UK) . On LPG 
conversions for petrol or diesel 
cars  www.gaspoweruk.co.uk/
index.htm     

WeÕd like more local companies 
and shops to support BCA 
members who buy low carbon 
products. Any offers? 

Myth busters - now 
brought to you by  
The Green Hor net

Getting the message acr oss
- on the str eet and online
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News fr om the outside
- keeping us in the pictur e
Our voice is counted
According to a recent opinion poll carried out 
by MORI, 88% of the British population 
recognise that the climate is changing - 
though only 46% believe that human activity 
is the main cause.  And while more than 
three quarters say they are prepared to do 
more, there is still gap with what they 
actually do. As citizens we are clearly 
concerned but, as consumers, we still want 
the freedom to take foreign holidays, drive a 
big car, or own the latest gadget. Overall, 
climate change is seen as a confusing issue 
which is why 63% of people want more 
information. You know where to get it - 
www.boveyclimateaction.org.uk

Oh what JOYAAA!
Victoria Whelan lives locally on Dartmoor 
with musical partner Gavin Jurkschat and 
they are absolutely committed to doing 
something about climate change. As  
musicians and videomakers, they are now 
releasing an album to voice their concerns - 

Too Late to Pray - and they are offering most 
of the profits to climate change groups, 
including BOVEYCLIMATEACTION. The CD 
case is even made from 100% recycled 
materials! Catch a glimpse of JOYAAAÕs 
work at www.climatechangemusic.com 

The Declaration of Nottingham
First adopted in 2000, there are now 30 
councils in the South West that have signed 
this commitment to combat climate change. 
The pledge means that they have to actively 
tackle climate change in their area and work 
with others to reduce emissions. Devon, 
Exeter, Plymouth and Teignbridge Councils 
have signed - so full marks to them. But no 
stars for the others in South Devon who have 
yet to sign!

Ice is Nice
Which is why it is such a problem that the 
Arctic sea ice is melting even faster than 
scientists have predicted. 2007 is set to be 
the worst year on record with the extent of 
summer ice 30% below the long-term 
average. It is estimated that we will have ice 
free summers in the Arctic by 2040.

Does this matter? Absolutely. Sea ice has a 
bright surface that reflects 80% of the sun-
light that strikes it back into space. However, 
as the ice melts during the summer, more of 
the dark ocean surface becomes exposed. 
Rather than reflecting sunlight, the ocean 
absorbs 90% of it, causing the waters to 
warm and increase the rate of melting. On a 
global scale, the Earth would lose a major 
reflective surface and so absorb more solar 
energy, potentially accelerating climatic 
change across the world.

MoorÕs the Peaty
Conserving peat bogs can combat climate 
change, according to the National Trust. If 
the peat is eroded and allowed to dry out, it 
can release huge amounts of stored carbon
back into the atmosphere. Dartmoor contains 

large areas of blanket bog which can also be 
affected by uncontrolled burning and 
acidification. LetÕs hope that the Dartmoor 
National Park are working to stabilise the 
peat on our doorstep. 
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ANOTHER 10 
IDEAS TO 
HELP MAKE A 
DIFFERENCE

Refuse plastic 
carrier bags

Buy a rooted 
Xmas tree this 
year

Turn off the 
tap when 
cleaning your 
teeth

Collect 
rainwater

Put reflective 
foil behind 
your radiators

Buy a hybrid 
car - or 
convert to 
bio-diesel

Avoid peat-
based 
compost

Buy, and 
donate, 
second-hand 
clothes

Repair what 
you can

Slow down - 
life’s better 
that way

Log onto
the BCA
website 
for other 
Top Tips.  
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THE NEWS STAND! - whatÕs going on with
BOVEYCLIMATEACTION 
Town Council vote for The BIG Switch
The Town Council have voted unanimously to transfer 
their electricity supply to Ecotricity. They estimate that they 
will save £160 a year, based on their most recent 
electricity bills.  Terry Westwood, the Town Clerk, said that 
the Council is very keen to look after the environment and 
that switching to a green electricity tariff is another way of 
showing its support.  The Plastic Surgeon Ltd of Pottery 
Road was the first Bovey business to back The BIG 
Switch and domestic transfers to Ecotricity in the town 
have doubled in the last two months.  

If you have not already switched to a green electricity 
tariff, please help build our community fund by changing 
your supplier to Ecotricity.  Their domestic New Energy 
tariff is guaranteed to match the standard rate of regional 
suppliers.  A free telephone call (08000 326 100) gives 
you the opportunity to discuss the details before deciding. 
But please quote �”BCA1�• to trigger the payment to 
Bovey�“s energy saving fund - or switch using the special 
link established on www.boveyclimateaction.org.uk.

On the Scrapheap
After a lot of interest from the Youth Cafe, BCA members 
have agreed to work with a range of young people over 
the next few months. There are two main projects that 
they will be working on: to make the cafe building as 
ÔgreenÕ as possible and to set a Scrapheap Challenge to 
build an eco-friendly float for next yearÕs Carnival.

On your bike
A couple of BCA members took up the transport challenge 
that was highlighted in the last newsletter. Sally and 
Leighton tried to do a normal dayÕs visits by public 
transport. In the end, having been to Newton Abbot, 
Exeter and Credition, they were stumped by the 
Moretonhampstead to Bovey leg - there being no buses 
at 18.45.  Luckily, Will Metcalfe from Bikus stepped in and 
lent some bikes so that everyone could get home safely.

A Passion for Food
One of the obvious ways we can reduce our impact on 
the climate is to buy locally whenever we can. 
BOVEYCLIMATEACTION is now setting up a local food 
group to support local and organic production and 
encourage people to reduce food miles. And we need 
your help. If you have a passion for good food and would 
like to support a range of initiatives, please get in touch on 
info@boveyclimateaction.org.uk or 0845 4786311.

Power Play
The moves to establish a Bovey Power Company move 
a step closer with the news that Arup (one of the worldÕs 
leading engineering and planning companies) is lending 
their support. They are providing experts in business 
planning and energy modelling free of charge in order to 
move the project forward. We hope that their involvement 
will help to convince funders to provide some support to 
complete a Feasibiity Study.
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Pictures: Leighton King, National Trust, JOYAAA, Simon 
Hooton, BBC, Castlereagh Borough Council, Freewebs
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